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The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a
communication trout the Department of the Interior,
made in compliance witu a resolution of the Senate of the
17th instant, calling for a copy of the report made by
VVm. Carey Jones, as fuecial agent appointed to examine
the subject of laud titles in California, stating that, the
documents which accompanied s^id report being in the
Spanish language and voluminous, it was deemed un¬

necessary to delay sending ihe report itself until they
could be translated and copied, which, however, would
be done as soon as possible.
On motion by Mr. FELCH,
Ordtrtd, That th« document lie on the table.

MBMOBIALS AMD PrTITIONS.
Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition of citizens of Fall

river, Massachusetts, asking that the tight of trial by
jury may be secured by law to fugitive slaves arrested
in any other State than that in which service is claimed;
which was ordered to lip on Uie litUte y.»-*.Mr. STtfRfTEOTV presented a resolution of the legisla¬
ture of Pennsylvania, instructing the senators and re-

questing the representatives of that State in Congress to
use their exertions to procure the establishment of a

national board of agriculture; which was ordered to lie
on the table, and be printed.
Mr. S. also presented documents relating to the claim of

Samuel Wilson, a revolutionary soldier, to a pension;
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions.
Mr. 8. also presented three petitions from citizens of

Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the further exten¬
sion of Wood worth's patent for a planing machine.
Ia patenting this paper, Mr. 8. remarked that this sub¬

ject was occasioning a good deal of agitation in the manu-

lacturing districts of the State oi Pennsylvania. The
remonstrance presented a lengthy and elaborate argument
to show that there ought to be.no renewal of the jiatent
in question. He would not ask it to be read, but that it
should be referred to the Committee on Patents, to whom
be Would recommend an attentive perusal of the argu¬
ment.
The petitions were referred to the Committee on Patents

and the Patent Office.
Mr. CHASE presented a memorial of citizens of Chica¬

go, Illinois, asking that the public lands may be granted
in limited quantities to actual settlers not possessed of
other lands; which was referred to the Committee on
Public Lands.
Mr. C. also presented three petitions, numerously

signed by citizens of fifteen States, and by persons in Cali¬
fornia, in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage, the
memorialists setting forth in a clear and condensed form
all the arguments bearing on the subject; which were re¬
ferred to the Committee on the Post Oificts and Post
Roads.

M<~. YULEE presented the memorial of Snsan Murphy,
widow of Thomas Murphy, asking that she may be al¬
lowed to institute legal proceedings for the purpose of
proving the validity of her title to certain lands in the
State of Florida; which was referred to the Committee
on Private Land Claims.

Mr. DAYIDN presented the memorial of Lydia
Gibbs, asking that the hill granting indemnity for French
spoliations may be passed; which was ordered to lie on
tue table.
Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the faculty, trus¬

tees, and stockholders of the Michigan Central College,
asking that copies of the journals and other public docu¬
ments printed oy order of Congress may be furnished for
the use of that institution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Library.

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of officers and sol¬
diers of the last war with Great Britain, and other citi¬
zens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, asking that
bounty lands may be granted to all officers and soldiers
who served during lhat war; which was referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Silas Chat-
field, a pensioner of the United States, asking to be al¬
lowed back jiension; which was referred to the Commit¬
tee on Pensions.

Mr. RUSK presented resolutions of the legislature of
Texas relative to the rights of property of the several
States in the Territories ofthe United States, the jurisdic¬tion of the federal government over the subject of slavery
in the Territories, and the power of Congress under the
constitution to admit new State* into the Union, or to
abolish slavery in the District of Cfllumbta, and declaring
that the people of that State will make common cause
with the United States in resisting all encroachments on
their constitutional rights; which were ordered to lie on
the table, and be printed. .

On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB,
Ord'rtd, That the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby have leave

to withdraw their petition and paper-.
Mr. BUTLER moved that Geo. Harvey, agent of the

owners of the ship James have leave to with¬
draw his petition and papers from the files of the
Senate.
Mr. B. stated that he made the motion in compliance

with a respectful request of one of the members of the
other House.

After the question had been put, and the Vice Presi¬
dent declared it to be adopted,
Mr. YULEE ro«e to make objection to the motion,

stating that the papers in this case bad been before the
Committee on Naval Affairs, and also before the Com¬
mittee of Claims, who bad made an adverse report. The
>ery next session, or perlia|» the same session, after this
adverse report had been made, the papers were again re¬
ferred to the Committee on Naval Aflkirs ujder a new
name, and it was only accidenially that that committee
discovered that they had been reported on already by the
Committee ol Claims. Unless, therefore, the Senate
should be informed ol the purpose for which it was pro¬
posed to withdraw the pane is
The VICE PRESIDENT begged leave to state to the

senator that the motion had passed, a id that the gentle¬
man's remarks were not in order unless he should move
to reconsider the vote.
Mr YULEE remarked that he supposed the result had

not been announced by the Chair; but if such was the
case, be would go no further.
Mr. BUTLER said he would not do anything to vio¬

late the rules ol the Senate. He knew nothing of the
history of those papers, or of the claim which they pre-
*e'lledI, Upon the application of a gentleman of the
other House, who staied to him that they had merits.
from which he inferred that there were other papersthan those which had been already referred to the com¬
mittee.he had offered the motion; but he candidly con¬
fessed that he had no information to give to the Senate
upon the subject.

Mr. KING moved to reconsider the vote upon grantingleave to witbdraw the papers; which motion was agreed
Mr. YULEE then stated that be was under the impres¬sion that the case had been before the Committee on Na¬

val Allaire, who reported it back to the Senate, and recom¬
mended that the pa|>ers should be referred to the Commit¬
tee ot Claims. He believed they were now in the hands
Of that committee,and that it would be well for the Com¬
mittee of Claims to determine whether the papers should
be withdrawn.
Mr. KING suggested to his friend from South Carolina

to postpone action upon this motion, as it would he con¬
sidered wrong to withdraw papers without some specificreason being assigned, which would be satisfactory to the
senate. Heretofore it bad been too often the case that
WW which were presented and acted on adversely
were subsequently withdrawn, and, after a lapse of time,
Presented under a new form, and passed. He hoped the
honorable senator from South Carolina would ascertain
the precise condition of these papers, and get, it he could,
further information in regard to them ; and, accordingly,J* iwou'd suggest that the subject should lie over until

w wa# obtainedMr KKADBURY said that perhaps it was incumbent
on him to say a word upon this application. Some two

a petition was refeired to the Committee of
Manns, and he entered into an investigation with all the
care that he could bestow upon it, and the committee
were unanimously of the opinion that the prayer of tbe
Btitioner ought not to be granted. A report, in detail,

d been made upon the rase, which was unanimouslyaccepted by the Senate. Subsequently, when he (Mr. B.)
was absent from the city, he noticed in the newspapersthat the same claim had been presented to the House of
ltepreeeiitatives under another name. The first petition
was of the heirs of George Harvey, and upon that pe¬tition the report was made. The second application was
'or the relief of the owners of the ship James Mitchell,
which, being under another name, passed the House, and
came to the Senate, where, if he recollected rightly, it was
rejected. At the present sessioa, he understood that the
< omqnittee on Naval A (lairs had the same case presented
to them, and that they hail made an adverse rsMfl upon
it. He did not desire to prejudice the minds ot senators
.gainst the petitioner*, in the least, bat only to state that

such was the conclusion to which the committee arrived,
lie did uot deem it necessary to go into the details of the
matter for thepresent purpose ...

Mr. BU ILEtt would not undertaketo make any state-
meut with regard to thie claim. 1 he claimant, Mr.
George Harvey, wa-> from Charleston, South Carolina,
and the ship James Mitchell was the vessel in which he
or his heirs were interested. A member from South Car¬
olina in the oilier House told him that the matter was be¬
fore a committee there, and he made the request to have
the papers withdrawn from the tilesof the Senate, without
any explanation as to what had been done in relation to
this case previously. He was inclined, after what was
stated by the senator from Florida, [Mr. Yvr.EE,] to post¬
pone the motion, in order to malje a re-examination of the
matter.
Mr. YULEE rose to state that he had been under the

impression that the Committee on Naval Affairs at the
present session had recommended a comnittal of the
l>apers.to the Committee of Claims. He had found, how¬
ever, that they had made an ad verse report, which was con*
curred in by the Senate. He did not know any particu¬
lar reason why the pa|>ers might or might not be with¬
drawn ; but his impression was, that it was done for the
purpose of presenting the case under a different name,
by which the Senate would be liable to be misled.
The questionjieing .then taken ^upoii^ttje ^of

tive.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I beg leave to make a

single remark for the purpose of correcting an error in
the report of some remarks which I made yesterday. 1
was misapprehended by the rlporter of the Union, in re¬
lation to what 1 saiJ on the occasion of presenting seve¬
ral anti-slavery petitions. I was understood to say that I
supposed the number of surh petitions given to me for
presentation upon that day was reduced, owing to
tne circumstances that persona who take a deep interest
in that subject have thought it desirable uot to send such
petitions to me, and iltat in this view I concurred with
them. I have no doubt that it was on account of my
speaking so low that I wus misunderstood. What I aaij
was, that the number of such petitions given to me was
reduced, uwinq to the circumstance, as I supposed, that
those who had an interest in that subject had thought
proper to enlist the sympathies and support of the distin¬
guished senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Clay,] in which I
concurred.

l.ANDS TO ACTUAL SETTLERS.
Mr. WEBSTER. I will take this opportunity to ad¬

vert to a resolution which 1 presented to the Senate two
or three months ago upon the subject of the public lands.
Some time afterwards the resolution was called up and
made the order of the day for last Monday week. It
was crowded out, however, by the pendency of the ques¬
tions relating to California and the new Territories. 1
now wish to say that during next week I shall not be
able to call it up; but after the close of the next week I
propose to ask'tne .Senate to take up that resolution at the
very earliest opportunity that may offer, which will not
interfere with the bill lor the admission of California.
Mr. WALKER. 1 desire, in connexion with this sub-

iect, to make an inquiry of the Committee on Public
Lands. It will be remembered that at an early period of
the session I introduced a bill imbodying somewhat mi¬
nute details upon the subject spoken of by the honorable
senator from Massachusetts. That bill was referred a
long time ago to the Committee on Public Lands. 1 know
not what progress the committee have made w9th it; but
1 am very anxious to know, and would ask, if there is
any prospect of their coming to a conclusion upon the
matter and making a report on the bill; and if not,
whether they will not report it back to the Senate with¬
out any recommendation, so that it may be before the
body, m order that the senator from Massachusetts may
address himself to that bill as well as to his resolution,
when it ia taken up for discussion. I receive a great
many letters oil this subject, making inquiries as to the
prospects of this measure; and unless other senators re¬
ceive letters of a similar kind, they can be little aware of
the degree of feeling which there is throughout the coun¬
try on this subject. I should he much pleased to see

something done on the part of the Senate and of Cou-
gress to respond to this general feeling in the country.

hfr. FELCH. L would state, for the information of the
honorable senator from Wisconsin, that there is not only
the bill of the senator from Wisconsin, but also several
others; and several resolutions from State legislatures, and
numerous petitions trom different parts of the country,have been referred to the Committee on Public Lands, in
reference to a change in the s> stem of disposing of the
public lands. The committee have not yet acted upen
this class of petitions and applications. They have not
done so, because the resolution of the honorable senator
1 roan Massachusetts [Mr. Webster] mmw not only
to institute an inquiry before the committee, bat to ex¬
press the opinion of the Senate upon the course which
oaght to be pursued in disposing of this subject. There
are, also, aeveral other jietitions and resolutions which
have been submitted, and not acted upon by the com¬
mittee for the same reason.that the subject-matter, in
other forma, it Wore the Senate and not yet referred.
There are two or three cases of that sort, if I am not
mistaken. -sfcVe thought it would !>« liettrr for the com¬
mittee not to act upon these questions until the expres-
aion of the opinions of the Senate which were directly
sought for had been given. We have deferred action on
the disposition of the public lands until all the matters re¬
lating to the subject could come before us at one and the
same time, and until we could take up the whole subject
and make such a report aa would be likely to meet the
viewa of the Senate and the coantry. ft it is thougHt
advisable, however, that we should not pursue Hie
course indicated, and that, before we are in a condition to
take up the whole subject, we should report upon -t par¬
ticular proposition which has been referred to us, we
are ready to do so. I would simply add, that the com¬
mittee have not been in any degree remias in attention to
their dutiea. Our time has been fully occupied by other
matters which have claimed our attention. Although,
for the reasons stated, we have postponed action ni>on
the general question of the disposition of the public
lands, we have in no respect neglected our duties.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, it is the furthest thing
in the world from my intention to chance the committee
with negligence. I know very well that they have had
before them a great deal of labor of importance, which
they have been industriooaly encaged in performing:
but I must take the occasion, while I am up, to say that I
cannot concur in the idea that a bill drawn for a particu¬lar purpose should be delayed and kept back until a res¬

olution imbodying a mere abstract opinion shall have been
acted upon. What ia the resolution of the honorable
senator from Massachusetts? It is a resolution that
there ought to be a cession of the public lands to the oc¬
cupants of the soil. The hill proposes to enact the law
itself. 1 think, therefore, Mr President, that the com¬

mittee ought to report the biH back to the Senate in some
way or other, in order that it may be before us when the
senator from Massachusetts addresses upon the aabject.

REPORTS or COMMITTEES.
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Commerce, to

whmn was referred the memorial of J. H Pnlie, pro¬
posing a plan for extending the magnetic telegraph around
the globe, made a report. ..... ....

In submitting the report, Mr. H. said that he did not
know but the memorial would have properly gone to the
Committee on Foreign Relations, as it proposed to con¬

nect ue with foreign nationa. It was a question that bad
attracted considerable notice; and the committee thought
that, for the purif»se of allowing what may be the ***'s

of the memorials!, it would be well to have the petition
lie on the table and be printed.
The report was concurred in.

MILITARY RESERVE AT St. PETER'S RrvE*.

Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Territories, to
whom was referred the bill to reduce and define the
boundaries of Die military reserve at the St. Peter's river,
in the Territory of Minnesota, and to secure the rights
of the actual settlers thereon, reported back the same

with amendments, and asked its immediate considera-

No objection being made, the Senate, aa in committee
of the whole proceeded to the consideration of said hill.
Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, one word's explana¬

tion, I apprehend, will ehow the propriety of the passage
Of the Ml. We ail know that a purchase was made of the
Indians, at St. Peter's, of a tract of land, eighteen miles by
nine, for military operationa. Since then, these military
operations have been ordered further into the interior,
and there ia no necesaity for these eighteen mifes of land
in length, to be held by the government. At the last ses¬

sion of the territorial government of Minnesota, which
was also its first session, they unanimously reeolved that
an act should be paseed curtailing that post to a mile
aauare In accordance with a memorial in pureuance of
that resolution, the commander issued a military order for
the sale of thoee lande, accompanied with the provieion
that tha purchaser should pay for improvements where
there was an actual settler upon them. It wae supposed
that no one would wiah to purchase
lions, leaving the settlers to determine by rnrortI the value
ol the improvements, but that it would he better to regn
late the matter by law. At the suggeetion of the delegate
from that Territory, and upon exaaaination ol the memo-

rial to which I have alluded, I have introduced this bill,
which we have carefully examined, line by line, by
which we propose to provide for actual settlers by (imply
giving the pre-emption right for ao much aa their improve-
menta would actually cover and no more, provided it is
no more than one hundred and sixty acres. In must
cases it Le much less than that, and but a very few acres.
These lands have never been surveyed, and the bill pro¬vides for their survey and regulates the rights of settlers.
With this explanation, 1 hope tbare will be no objection,
and that it will be passed.

Mr. KING. It appears to me that considerable difficulty
will arise in satisfying the conflicting claims ol persons
near together. If I understand it, the land has never
been surveyed, and the bill proposes to give the settlers
their improvements, and nothing beyond, provided that
they do not extend over more than one hundred and
sixty acres. It requires, too, that they shall be limited to
legal subdivisions. Now, sir, when the land is sur¬

veyed, the lines will run immediately across the im¬
proved lands of individuals, however small they may be,
and 1 do not see how the plan of legal subdivisions, can

apply in such cast's.
Mr. DOUGLAS, (interposing.) If the senator .will

give way, 1 think I can explain in a minute. The pro¬
visions arii that each settler's lands shall be limited to
one hundred aud sixty mwi, and that be shall take them
according to the legal subdivisions. But where there is
more than one settler upon the same quarter section, in
that case they will be limited according to the respective
improvements, and have only what is cultivated by each,
so that the quarter section will be divided betweeu one,
two, or three, as the case may be; and the whole quar¬
ter section goes to the two, the three, or the four, in pos¬
session of it. That provision has application to one case

especially in the Territory, where theie is a quarter sec¬
tion which has been for twenty years in the possession of
twenty or more persons, in the employ of a fur company.
That tract would be divided into twenty parts, and those
persons would possess the entire quarter section. The
bill his been drawn by those who have direct personal
knowledge of the country, and they think it covers every
case; and it isproiiosed in pursuance of the unanimous
desire of the legislative councils of that Territory.
The question ocing then taken upon the amendments

reported from the Committee on Territories, they were
agreed to.
The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the

amendments were concurred in.
The question being stated upon ordering the bill to be

engrossed for a thiru reading,
Mr. FELCH said: I hope the senator from Illinois will

not press the passage o^ the bill to-day. It is of such a
character as to -involve principles of some importance,
and it has not been printed, so that it is impossible to ex¬
amine its details fully. I have received some communi¬
cations upon the subject, the purport of which is not now
in my mind, and 1 should prefer an opportunity to ex¬
amine the bill.
Mr. DOUGLAS. L$t it lie over, of course, that every

senator may have an ppportunity to examine it
The further consideration of the subject was then post¬

poned until to-morrow.
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public Lands, to

whom was referred the bill to grant to the city of Burling¬
ton, in Iowa, the larid heretofore reserved between that
city and the Mississippi river, reported back the same
with amendments, which were ordered to be printed,and asked to be discharged from the further consideration
of the memorial relating to the same subject; which was

agreed to.
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Printing, to

whom was referred the motion to print the memorial of
James N. Kennett and other citizens of Kentucky, asking
indemnity for slaves enticed into Ohio, which they were
unable to secure, reported in favor of printing the same;
which was agreed to.

NOTICES Or BILLS.

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would to-morrow,
or some subsequent day,, ask leave to introduce a bill to
amend the third section of the act entitled " An act
authorizing the governor of the Territory of Arkansas
to lease the Salt Springs in said Territory, and for other
purposes," approved UOta April, 1832.

Mr. KING gave notice that he would to-morrow, or
some early day thereafter, ask leave to introduce a bill
crantinc the right of way through the public lands of the
United States to companies authorized by the State of
Alabama to construct plank roads in said State, with the
right of pre-emption to contiguous lands.

BILL OH LEAVE.

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, in pursuance of notice,
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an
act entiled " An act granting a section of land for the im-

Srovement of Grant river, at the town of Potosi, in the
tate of Wisconsinwhichwas read a first and second

time by its title, and referred Jo the Committee on Com¬
merce.

RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following resolution:
Rt$olvtd, That (ha Committee on Finance be imtruclsd

to inquire what meaauies It may be moat expedient to

adopt to facilitate and increase the tonnage of the United
Stales.
Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolution :

Rttolvtd, That laaso Holland perform tbe duties of 8sr-
geant-at-Armi of the Senate during the temporary abience
of Robert Beale, and that he be authorised to employ such
assistant aa he deeini proper.
Mr. BADGER. Appoint a special Sergeant-st-Arms f

I hops the resolution will lie over.
Mr. WALKER. 1 hope tbe senator will withdraw his

objection. 1 have an amendment to oiler.
Mr. BADGER. It can be made to-morrow. Let it be

read.
Tbe amendment was accordingly read as follows :

That the Senate now proceed to tbe election of a Ssr-
geant-at-Armsof the Senate tor tbe pietem Congrsas.

Mr. WEBSTER. For one, I have no idea of making
an office lor two weeks for anybody. Let it lis upon
the table, and 1 hope it will never come up again.
Mr. BRIGHT. Does tbe senator refer to tbe resolu¬

tion I ollered or to the amendment I
Mr. WEBSTER. One and all.
Mr. BRIGHT. Then I wish to make a remark. It

must lie, of course, one day, if objection is msde ; but if
the objection is, tbst it is a resolution not proper for legis¬
lation, 1 can show that it is a resolution which there is
good precedent for.
Mr W EBSTER. I was not speaking of tbe propriety

of the resolution at all, in its form, or as an act of legis¬
lation What 1 meant to say was, that 1 did not see the
necessity of supplying by a new election a vacancy to last
but eight or ten days.
There being objection, the resolution lies over.

WILLIAM DARBY.

Mr. DOWNS called attention to the fact that the bill
for the relief of William Darby had been made tbe
special order for a time passed by, and inquired whether
it did not have the preference in the orders of the day.
If in order, he would move that it bf now taken up
The VICE PRESIDENT said that the special orders

were taken up in the order in wbich they were made,
and stated the question upon a motion to take, up the bill
referred to by the senator from Louisiana.
Mr. CASS said that he rose to make 4 suggestion

to the Senate. It was quits time to attend to the public
printing. We have been in session for five months, and
wfe have received almost nons of the public documents
ordered to be printed. The enlqgies upon Mr. Calhoun,
Which ought 10 have been upon our tables within two or
three days after the order, that they might be distributed
while the public mind was still occupied with the loss of
tbst eminent citizen.and for which 1 have had many
inquiries.are yet withheld from us. I understand that
it is doubtful when we shall get the patent report.per¬
haps not for months. Of the President's message and
documents, necessary to our action and to ths public sat¬
isfaction, I think we have received some twenty or thirty
copies. When the next may come, no one can tell. Now,
sir, this is a crying evil which ought to b« remedied. We
are legislating in the dark, and we are expending large
sums of the public money without producing any practi¬
cal benefit. All this should be put right by immediate
action.

Mr. UNDERWOOD I rise to second the movement
of my friend on the left, [Mr. Cass.} I stepped into the
folding room the other day, and seeing a very large pile
of documents folded, I inquired what they were. I was
told that they wars the President's message and accompa¬
nying documents. I said I had only received ten copies
of those documents, and I was particularly anxious to get
tbe portion that fell to my shsrs for the purpose of dis¬
tribution, and I wanted to know If I could not be sup¬
plied. I wss told that ths Committee on Printing hsd re¬
jected them because they did not come up to the contract
in binding. I then said that if they would send me even
the rejected copies, so far as I was concerned, I would
take tbem rather than to wait any longer, for I wished to
send them home to my constituents, who had considera-
bls curiosity to receive these documents. Thst, sir, 1 be¬
lieve, has been the condition of things from the com¬
mencement of the session. Ws gst nothing in time, and
what ws do get doss not alway* corns up to ths contract;

a',d. "J °ur '"end® of the Committee on Printing are

obliged to reject them. If this bis the state of things, it
would seem to me that the Senate owes it to itaelf to
make some inquiry, and nee if we cannot get our public
printing in better time and better executed.
Mr. HUKL.AND. 1 concur fully with the remarks

made by the houoiable senator from Michigan upon the
importance of our proceeding to the ques ion of the pub¬
lic printing. I have worked very hard upon this subject
as chairman of the Committee on Printing: and at the verv
ear lest moment at which 1 could do so, I got the com¬
mittee to act under*tandingly upon the subject. We
made a report to the Senate, whiebhas been lying on the
table 1 do not know how many weeks. There has beeu
no action on the subject. It could not be got up for con¬
sideration. I am therefore very much in hoties that the
subject will be taken up and disposed of.

.*>'<*«, in regard to the remarks of the hon¬
orable senator from Kentucky, [Mr Unpick wood,] that 1
nave been informed of the occurrence to which he re-
lerred, and I wiNlstate the circumstances. By a joint
resolution of Congress, all the documents already ordered,
or to be ordered by this Congress.
«d?.rJW^N^<i?terpo"il,*) I do not rise to make a

t^Tl fi. .
' 'JH1' ,¦? *"KI0!l# }° 'ake up another bill j

sfiKarris ife"1 ¦

frJ.he. CHAIR was understood to say that the senator

remark! wh!?h Tu'8Peak,nK * "^ect growing out of
remarks which had been made iu objection to taking up

assi."" -"*u" <"¦

rJP'i - N.^U 1 w?uld re,nark ,hat the bill which I
M? K0raidiji?V6lfBn dw^#0<1 o{ Wore now.

ii' r9"LAND. The senator from Louisiana will
recollect that the senator from Kentucky [Mr. Undkk-
wood] made a statement affecting the official conduct of
tne Committee on Printing; and in relation to that I was

making an explanation.
In obedience to that joint resolution of Congress, the

Committee on Printing contrasted for the binding of all
the documents that had been ordered, or which might be
ordered by the present Congress, and which, when
printed, will make three hundred volumes or more. It was
given out upon a contract for its faithful performance. A
standard, according to which the work was to be execu¬
ted, was exhibited by me upon this floor upon the passage
of that joint resolution, and was made a part of the con¬
tract. l ha first half dozen, or perhaps eight or ten vol¬
umes, bound under that contract, were sent here; and
upon being examined by the committee, were approved of
and adopted, under the assurance from the contractors

??rk would be of that quality of paper, and that
qualitj, of binding, aud of the same material and execu-

m1r. f?iUg UV aOme time we received nothing
more of then. When the next came to hand, I had some
intimation that it was of an inferior quality; and ta¬
king the envelope containing the volumes to my
room, I opened it, and examined the quality of
the work. I found that it had fallen below the
standard in respect to the binding, and I thought it
proper not to receive them. At the next meeting of
the committee, I brought the subject to their consider¬
ation. They agreed with me that thia work was not
properly executed in compliance with the terms of the
contract, and that it was of such an inferior quality that
our duty to the Senate and to Congress required that it
should be rejected entirely. I addressed a note to the
contractors, stating that thia work, both in the paper and
quality of the binding, waa so far below the standard
which was adopted, and which had been furnished by the
printers and binders themselves, that we could not receive
any more ot it; and we accordingly instructed the officer
of the Senate, whose duty it ia to receive and take charge
& . v°luLmea when delivered, not to receive them.
Hue is all that we can de, until the Senate proceed to the
consideration of the resolution whkh the committee have
reported, and which will enable us, if adopted, to have
the work done propeily.
Mr. FOOTE. with reference to the importance of

attending to the public printing, I fully concur in all that
baa wen said by honorable senators. I must sav.
air. however, that I think the bill alluded to by the hon¬
orable aenator from Louisiana [Mr. Dow*»] might well

'£*** «<> any general rule that may be laid
down. Mr. Darby is well known by reputation to the
Senate. He ia a venerable and aged man.a man who
has been exceedingly useful in his day and generation
I refer especially to the services he rendered the country
at an early day, in ascertaining and settling the bound¬
aries and geography of the territory ot Louisiana,
lbere is no man to whom the southern and south¬
western country ia more greatly indebted than to him.
lor aerucee ot thia deecription. He ia a man wboee
claim upon the government, whether we conaiderhis a*e
bia condition in life, his character, his moral worth, or
tne services he has rendered, ought not to he postponed
He is old and poor. He ia almost utterly penniless.'
Ian claim is art equitable one ; and inasmuch as it has
"een long delayed, and aa it is a question of justice to a
most worthy individual, after great delay, I shall vote to
make this bill aif sxception to the general rule that no
private bill should be considered until the question of
printing is disposed of.
Mr. CASS. I have only one word to say. Unless we

sternly adhere to the rule, we shall be overwhelmed with
similar meritorious caaea. We shall soon be spending
more time in discussing the priority of bills of a private
*¦£*** tkaain passing the bills themselves.
Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, this subject waa referred

to a select committee, at the last session of Congress, to
make a report upon the subject It is based upon the
services rendered by Mr. Darby to the nation many years
ago iu tbe early survey and boundary of lxiuiaiapa, soon
alter the acquisition of that country from France in 1803,
and by the construction of a msp, which waa of great
arrvice to the government of the United States and tbe
nation, and lor which he waa never remunerated. He
did more than any other man to develop the geography
of the South and southwest. The delay in this case has
been very great, and it may now be said that it is an old

,m; That is true, Mr President; but the reason of
its being delayed so long was not because it waa not a

just claim, but because the circumstances of the gentle¬
man who rendered these eminent services did not render
tlus remuneration so necessary as it is at present. He has
rendered very great services to the country, and has done
more, perhaps, than any other man to develop the re-
aourcfe of tbe South and southwest, beside* beinc
a most valuable contributor to American liu rature in rtie
department of geography and statistics. We still refer
to him as ths highest authority upon those subjects He
baa been so considered for years, aud is now. I know
¦'y.*.. dyy.ftw session of Congress, application has
been made to las researches, and his information has
been used by members of Congress and others, greatly to
their advantage. He ought to have been better rewarded.
He now finds himself, in extreme old age, poor, occunv-
ing a little office up in the third story Hehasonlya
small pittance of »*0 or §100 a year, fre is seventy-L
years of age; a man who, if he bad lived in other coun¬
tries wbcre pre-eminent services are rewarded by salaries
would have had a provision such as we can give to do
one under our government. He does not aak that He
only asks what is due him, and he has been unwillinir to
do that heretofore; but in hi. old age. i. huTn&l
and nt his poverty, he is compelled to do so. I shall sav
no more on the subject. It is not a matter in which mv

n)rttsv0sne«nVv,M!,',*rhar® ony interest He is

wl.I "?y. Sut«. »nd has not been for

S£«cttr gl,C* m " *local but as a national

The committee were of opinion that a much lanrer
.*** 'hey reported might prop^rlXawarded , bat in order not to call up opposition and dis¬

cussion, and to insure a speedy decision, they reduced it
in ,'r b,'L ,f»7 '"^er informs-

OhSTrtt' lLwould request the honorable senator
Co*w,l«.] who is familiar with the

whole case, to state what he knows in regard to it
There are peculiar reasons why a decision in this vaeeTheyapplicant i. old and^
distress. It will be of no service to him, unless he re-

Umw TW, «
W*nU to, kDOW h" [*".mnd ,0 know

from%nI.7 J. ^ amonf th#. W®J! here * »«atement
from Ueneral Jackson, one from Qeneral Gaines and

r«i?|Ur"J! »Kr*' throwi,n« rouch light upon the subject'
1 T-UIthe reP°rt of "»e committee.

J

coLmi««Tliye.Tn]a,0r h#re ^ ,herep0rt0f th«

inquired whether the petitioner was
m rAwwo

1 Work ,or ,h# S"*«rnment f

I)«rhv .
lhat th® were theee Mr

J'? mentioned, or soon after, waa em-

rrreivllt !i!ly "urvfyor. which duty he performed,
thereto he perform*!0"*.^011 there(oT ®u,» as incidental
he makiM^f other swvices, among which was

Ace. .nd^.dL^ b^Wiover^?,,Niby
trmmtv Vnr iV.iT government in a subsequent
wfiurer ,C* ^ »° «»P«»ation

,i»'kv^'i"t wiah to oecupy the attention of

sdre^ stat^ ^.,arKher. d'*c?«"«n ot this bill. He had

tn.,.X anlrLiil U)® ^ ,o°kad into the matter for
prr#ect|y that thin individual

leM««° ^e amount pro,>osed
to be giveo in the bill before the Senate. TheVmT

tee hud reported a bill, and the senator from Louisiana
[Mr. Duwt.nl had sufficiently explainedthe particulara to
render it wholly unnecessary that he (Mr. P.) should »»v
anything in support of it. He would therefore only edd,
tnat the petitioner wai a man venerable for bis talents
and moral qualities, and for the seivice he had performed
l°

Mr. TuR^tY remarked, that it mtjuaij^fW«*r®dhim that the petitioner had not the shadow of claim ol aitval or equitable character. It appeared that he
deputy surveyor, and in that capacity had availed h -

sell of the opportunity of collecting materials *<* .
He carried tbo«e materials to Philadelphia, and there dis¬
posed of them to an individual who published the
map. Subsequently, the government availed itselfof the
benefit of this map, and paid the author of the map his
price. And now Mr. Darby, having disposed of the ma-
terials upon which the map was formed, and after having
doubtless received his pay for them and put it m his pocket,
(though whether he aid or did not is not a matter lor
government to consider,) comes now to the
and asks for remuneration ; which claim, if based upon
anything, must be based upon the bad bargam that he
made with the gentlemen to whom he sold the materials
for the map, or upon the ground that he never revived
hia'muuM at alL ailhai (m Mfhmt' groaaJ* juaiMii an<
him tSS^cSimuponttosgoveniment. He was never
employed by the government. Thev never a«ree(| l'>fhim for this work. Mr Darby did, bowever ^r o m
the work, and it had fallen into the hands of thw g<entle-
manof Philadelphia, who made a «h'<* the rov-
ernment found necessary to make use of. Thu did not
create a shadow either of legal or eqaitable claim in
favor of Darby for any compensation whatever.
As to his merits on the score of literatureornation-

ality, be (Mr. D.) knew nothing, and would by no means
attempt to detract from any merits tbe man might pos-
sess; but he hoped the Senate would not vote money toany
men on account of their literary attainments or their na¬
tionality. If they should set such an example, the gov¬
ernment would soon be incumbered by a mu'titude^fclaims ef tuat sort, and would become bankrupt. View
ing the subject, therefore, aa he did, he could not see a
shadow of claim on the part of the petitioner. _Mr. CORW1N. This application, Mr. P««dent, was
referred to a select committee, at the time the memorial
was presented, of which I was chairman, and a reportwMmadTby myself at the last sessmn of Congr^Now, I agree with the senator who has just taken his
seat, that there is no legal claim presented here, injthetechnical sense of the word; but I
him that there is no equitable claim. Itl® Prec'?fsticha claim, I maintain, as has been repeatedly, ov®Lid ovw again, recognised by both branches of
Congress; and every senator who will rec^>to mind, and then look at the facts presented 'n tbe me-
morial, and compare them with those numerous other in
Ktances in which claims have been recognised by Cone^wUl find that this case has the same foundation in

equity, and is therefore a proper subject for compensa-
l'*Now the facta stated, upon which the claim ia based, are
thegeographical researches and the labor of the memorialist
at a very early period of time.1 believe before the
sit.on of Louisiana-ascertaining what has amce been
made use of and adopted in every treaty wbich the
government has chosen to make respecting our boundary
in that quarter. Now sir, doesit appear totthe Senate
that any other person has done the same thing? .Does^itappear to the Senate that the labojs of Mr. DaU)V have
been of teal value to the government of the United
States ? afid that no other person's labors have
those matters whieh the government has availed itselfSJRSTSS5 i» «SliM tb. »p0Mn.
that have been the aubject of discussion, and of very
deeu interest to this country ? I refei to the settlement of
our boundary, resulting from the treaWol
That map, every one will see who will take the trouni
to examine the subject, haa been the map by wb'ch th
treaiv was regulated. The materials were furnishedWismw at his own expense, and by abora which
very few would be willing to encounter. J^ue thwe
is no contract. It ia true that the man s object at tne
time was the gratification of his own cunoaity. It maybe.fo^every SiTe who knowsanyth.ngof h-hirtory.
knows that he has been all his life
ters. and that he is a gentleman of unc(OTmon enaow^ments that the government of the United States have
availed themselves of theae qualities of the man, and of
these labors of the man, through the instrumentalities
pointed out in that memorial.

- . ¦

Now, air, what ia the claim t Suppose^D.Darbyjin^stead of ascertaining the Uue boundaries of ^" territory
in that quarter, and furnishing the information, had gone" 7coJ of men.one of tho*. criebnOed pioneereVpeditiona of which we have heard so much,-andb«t
offatribe of Indiana, elevated the American flag, andI en
ublished the American power in that q«fter o» his own
responaibility and expenae, and that ptf"tlytrv had come into the possession of the United States.
the petitioner would have stated thathe^ been at areat
expense in the march; that he established the flagof the
United Statea where it had not been before; that"ha had
carried the American powerinto a wil^eaa. killed
several Indians, and speut a good deal of money.and lo
the government of the United Statea have *J|«m-Helve* of these pioneers' labors and to'lr T^erefore be
would ask, How many sections oflandwill voogive me
How many have vou given gentlemen under the sajcircumstances, and how many wil y<£ R>" 1«*' .

all the diflerence between Gen.leylor and MrUarhy
waa, that the one used gunpowder, and the other uaed
ammunition of a different aort. And for whose benefit.
Not merely for yours, but forthebeneht ofdl mankmd.For these facts which he collected, and bv th« labors
which he has performed, you have revivedand you have not repaid him. Now, I.begto knowjjrnaithere is in the objection to the claim, in "
to a legal obligation t The settlement of a n«i prtui
would furnish authoritiea on that joint. The mtwy has
been received, the work done, and t^rew»bUl of par-
ticulars: why not give him a verdict f [LaughterJMr DOWNS wish* merely to'Correct ' ""stake
ol the senator from Tennessee. [Ifc Tumbt,] wbo
seemed to have fallen into the error of auppoaii* that Mr.
Darby had sold out the result of his labora. and badb">"
paid for it Mr. Darby statad expressly m tbe rnemorial
that he did not sell it, but thait it wM ext^ from tnm.
[Mr D. here read Mr. Darby's affidavit to that effect ]
In renlv to inquiries, he ban to state that ha did no

believe t^at, either beforaor star
maps, Mr. Darbv was paid a single dollar for aerviees.
Kv some management, the individual extorted the matenils from Mr. Darby, and, what was more injunoaa to
him, by thia act prevented the aale of aubaequent maps

Jifi^Kl'SSt-ood .o «. WTVfrsenator from Ohio, [Mr. Coaww.l that the petitionw him-
sell ba<l received the benefit of the labor, and had no
more right to claim compensation for laUr^*^2other individual who au^ua^nwW*WMd «
the map from the compilers. He thought, therefore, tne

party oJght to be non auited, havir* no claiui/' It waaSaid by the memorialist that ha perforoW^tj^vrhMhthe government received the benefit, and that mmi) other
individuals obtained the matenala from h'« by Ixtorhon^This was a matter of no consideration on the part of the
government, forthegtntleman'a right of action lay agamstthe extortionera. if he daairad to proc^d w ^ a l^a1claim, he had a legal remedy again* that "dividual.
Whv did he not invest his rights in a court of
obtain his copyright > If he had any rights, he ehould
have enforced them there; but instead of this, be had let
the matter sleep for a great number of
now come forward, not to tha individual who he aii^w
did him the wrong, but, to the |ov«rnnmen , an^-»»thetn to pay him for the value of his
went into the hands ol another-whether by
otherwise waa a matter of no <-«ns«w}aence « n

men seemed to rest the great ground ofbisclaim on h
merits aa a man of talents, and upon hia 7' ^ndservices he rendered to the country.fo^jvh ch lww»
paid, and paid handsomely. If gentlemen wouldpreaenta
bill lor those services, be would vote for it, but he waa
not in favor of paying an unjust Ibill.
Mr. T. asked for the yeas and nays to be taten on me

mention and they were ordered.
Mr FOOTE. Tbe senator from Tennesaea eeemaito

euppoae thatthe claim of Mr. Darby reef a^one ^upon
nerformed by him ai a public surveyor, and

for from those who engaged him in^these A.
not tbas understand the case. According t y
standing of the matter, he -121.*!?.graphical knowledge accumulated by him. at great ex
»emie and labor, ofthe most valuable kind, of which the
government Iwcame poaaeaaed 1" ^conduct of Mr Melosh^ ^ f^f"tL fr^Tfa^a^of theceived a dollar. The knowledge of tba true lactaot the
case ia now brought home to^e fovern^nt:simple question is, can wa withhold from the laborer a
fair reward for the services which he has performed, and
of which we have availed ouraelvea? I will not saythat It ia a caae of m> very flagient injustice on the part ofI the governmentm to justify the mnalocy of my friend
from Tenneesee; but 1 will take leave to avail myself soI far of that analogy as to say that if it w«ra a caae of lar-
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law to bear me out in the assertion, that H A goous
from B knowing them to be stolen, and «ppli« them to
his own use, he is as much subject to|',tion for damages as the dishonest takM biiMeir ii

really seems to me that a more equitable c1*1.
ration than that of Mr. Darby could not wall be im-

"*Mr. ONDERWOOD roee to state the wuon
should vote against this claim. According to the aiftt-
ment made by his friend 9n the left, [M'Xorwib,] and
the gentleman from Mississippi. [Mr. Poorii.l the gov.
ernment were to pay this claimant an equitable consider¬
ation for information which they received from «?*¦**.
Now. he had received so much information during his
life from his friend from Ohio, that he was lh*'
he would become bankrupt, if he shoui d undertake to
iiay the equitable claims which the gentleman might re-Lire of him. [Laughter.] He really could not meet
tW doctrine of the nthfriwcfu* which wM brought for
money in payment for labor done in this way. Ma had
nothing more to sa^. .Jarin* the »*

affirmative.yeas 22, nays 16, as follows:
VFAS.Atohison. Badger, Bell, Coop6*t Corwin,

Daw*on Dayton" Douglas. town* Foots, Greene-Hou.ton.JDoCrCny«...n, Mfiler; M.Q lebaeUaa.Shield*. Sturgeon, Wale*, aud Walker aJ
w.ilerNAYS.Me**" Holland, Bradbury, Bright, jsuiler,p. Dodire of Iowa, Felon, Hamlin, Hunter, King, N >r-

Turney, iJnderwood, and W.ooinb-
Itf.

,The bill was then read a third time and passed.
removals mom orrice.

On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate resumed
the consideration of the following resolution, submitted
some time since by him:

llttolvtJ That the President be requested to cause to be
laid before the Sanaie all charge* which have been prefer¬
red or tiled in any of the department* agai",V.« 4th dav "ofwho have been romoved from office *inoe the 4t:h iJay o
Mftrah last wltba »pooiflcation of the ca»o«, if any» 1
urhiah the'olRuer* onarged have had opportunity to be
h«,d an^a imwrnentoT the number of removal, made
under each department, ineludinK TOho^inatei n the oun-
tom-house. and other branches of the pabllo service.

Mr. B. modified the resolution by substituting 'Nth day
of March, 1840," for "4th day of March last, and ad¬
dressed the Senate at length, in reply to the speech made
on the resolution, a few days since, by the senator from

C^^remarksof the honorable ^Mtor. being wi^heldfor revision, will appear at an early day, together with a

succeeding debate upon the same subject, in which
Messrs. Belx. Bright, and Bradbury participated.]
On motion, the Senate adjourned.

MONDAY, APRIL 22, 1830.

UOURB or MWWiMTA'nVM>
After the reading of the journal,
Mr. BOYD moved the suspension of the rejw to p«r-

mit him to introduce a resolution to make Senate bill
No 57 the special order for the 30th instant But
The SPEAKER decided this motion to be out of or¬

der pending the consideration of the motion of the gen-
deman from New York. [Mr. Cpaon.] rn.de thu> dav
two weeks aco. to suspend the rules to permit him to of¬
fer a resolution instructing the Committee on tbeFost
Office and Post Roads to introduce a bill J}franking privilege, reducing the rates of postage, anu
enacting that newspapers snail be transported free in the
mails for any distance from their offices of publication notloading thirty miles; which said motion was the first
business in order on this day.
The resolution having been reported to the House,
Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that it be laid on the

^The SPEAKER decided that motion to be oat of or-jjer.the resolution not yet having been received by the
^
The question being on the motion to suspend the rule*

for the reception of Mr. Cokobr's resolution,
Mr. C. called the yeas and nays ihereupo^ which

having been ordered, it was not agreed to, (two-thirds
^iSr 'jSoTomov>etMhe suspension oftbe rules, toena-
ble him to offer a resolution to make the Senate bill for
the repair and improvement sf the dam at the bead of_theCumberland rim. fcc.. the special order for the 30th

'"The* question on this motion being put, it was not

"^Mr*RICHARDSON, by unanimous consent asked and
obtained, ottered the following resolution:

Rttolvtd That a select committee of nine be appointed,
with power to *end tor persons and ,papers, to '"V""^reporFV *U House whether TMs fcwing,-

I^anu and a ttoruey«lor .aid claim ; what .Ml. *aof-rtSo of said Department ot tbe Interior bad Interest in sai
claim, and bow *aid interstt. If any. was

MM. Whether said Ewlug reopened *ndJthe amount ol 081.000 on the pen.ion granted to Con>«"»
dore Jame* Barrow, for service* rendered In the Virginia .n^daTng -be revola.lonarywar, .iter!he .grtaoipj^ *£been fully paid and discharged: and if said intere^iwm*nTa wa. It *lmpte or corn|>ound 1 who was the s«ent O* at-
torue'y lor said claim 1 and tbe authority of law tor *ueh pay-

"sd'' Whether said Ewing reopened and paid a claim to a
Dsrson or person*, on behalf ol the Chickasaw Indians, ot^ 108,(100, alter the «me had been
by the proper officer of the Roveminent, before said Swing

~ -r£
WwS3?"y tbisgovernm^t, or aew

h°lm. Thefh^iid'Ewl^aTnr^d̂h.1;

uou ef *aid Gwing i and II *o, the authority ior mich

a"^hdl WhaT^er^ns In office, by appointm^t l^n -ud
Ewing, are corre.nondenu for newspapers, their salaries,
and what paper* they editor write for.
Mr. GENTRY offered an amendment.toi strike°n» all

of the reeolution after the wonl " Rttolvtd, eod
in lieu thereof r reeolution calling on the Secretary of the
Interior to accord to the Houee «. information sougMjby the reeolution of Mr. Ric«aROSO*, to be obtained
through an investifat'ing committ*. .

The SPEAKER was understood
stitute was not in order, as an amendment to the reeolu

U°Mr. RICHARDSON did not feel at liberty to .ecrot
the subetitute as an amendment to hie resolution. T1

ZfSiSSISlmFltF*
ihe truth, and he did not perce'vehow krould beaas^tained in any other manner than by an investigation such

""vte,PMpXoE conceived the subetitute of the gentle-

Smt ^',1,,fiftd.mn.Uonof UmMO.«d
he i h tr'al He thought it b«rt to make the inauiry.
andifany information wae thus obtained suficient
to justify a more thorough inveeUgation, it should be

mMr GENTRY, taking the floor, spoke at considerable
length in favor of his substitute. He held that the adop-SffV the reeolution was in itaalf to criminate the
Secretary, and to thus criminate him upon allegations
vouched for neither by m honorable me^ .^b(h*citizen or citizens. The tone ef tbe proposition of be
gentleman from Illinois he conceived to be
criticised it at considerable length, to ehow^tion would be to deal unfairly and unjustly by the Jtecre

tW&r>fRICHaSdSON was in the habit of ¦

straightforward in the dischwgs of hisdutiA. Unleee he w» ^''Hni^h^nLtad^embraced la the reeolution w«,d. ^ils KrtoWtV hTm!$w-S^ which hr Tetated. had come fro® resectable
-bo IMj«d »¦ ¦!.. wtt .1 a. rilySons, and were ready to appeal befora a committeeTinv-tMtation il raised as WJa^Smd^ed hie i>r»(K>sition against the charge ol dtocourtasjallseed tfaiost it on thle occasion, as oa that on wh»* it

wm Arstbroughtforward. Mr. Secretary Ewing,tinlike
his colleaguejMr. Crawford,(said Mr. R.,) had refused to
come forward and a«k for aa Investigation Yet it waa


